
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
There is a clear distinction between a 
‘forced’ marriage and an ‘arranged’ 
marriage. In arranging marriages, the 
families of both spouses take a leading 
role in arranging the marriage, but the 
choice whether or not to accept the 
marriage remains with the prospective 
spouses. 
 
A ‘forced’ marriage is a marriage in 
which one or both spouses do not 
and/or cannot consent to the marriage 
and duress is involved. Duress can 
include physical, psychological, 
financial, sexual and emotional 
pressure. Duress cannot be justified on 
religious or cultural grounds. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Forced Marriage 

Information Sheet 

What is Forced Marriage? 

Consequences of Forced Marriage 

Domestic abuse: taking of dowry, forced 

repatriation, Female Genital Mutilation, 

acid attacks, blood feuds, honour killings, 

abduction, homocide 

Sexual abuse: non-consensual and/or 

underage sex 

Emotional abuse 

Physical abuse 

Law Reform 

As of 2014 forced marriage is a 

criminal offence under the Anti-

Social Behaviour Crime and 

Policing Act 2014. The offence of 

forcing someone to marry 

includes: 

 Taking someone overseas 

to force them to marry 
(whether or not the forced 

marriage takes place) 
 Marrying someone who 

lacks the mental capacity to 
consent to the marriage 

(whether they are 
pressured into it or not) 

 Breaching a Forced 
Marriage Protection Order. 

The process of obtaining 

the Order through the 
family courts continues to 

exist. 
Forcing someone to marry can 

result in a sentence of up to 7 

years in prison. 

Who to contact 
CHILDRENS ACCESS POINT  
01403 229 900                         

OUT OF HOURS DUTY TEAM  

0330 222 6664 
FORCED MARRIAGE UNIT 

0207 088 0151 

Forced Marriage Unit 

The FMU is a joint Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office and Home 

Office Unit which operates both inside 

the UK and overseas. 

The FMU operates a public helpline to 

provide advice and support to victims 

of forced marriage as well as 

professionals dealing with cases. 



 


