
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
The UK has ratified two national treaties 
(Council of Europe 2005 and United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime 2000) to set out 
an agreed definition of human trafficking. 
 
These define human trafficking as the 
recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of any persons by 
means of threat or use of force or other 
forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, 
deception, or the abuse of power or a 
position of vulnerability or of the giving or 
receiving of payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a person having 
control over another person for the 
purposes of exploitation. Exploitation can 
include sexual exploitation, forced labour or 
services, criminal activity including petty 
theft and cannabis cultivation, servitude, or 
the removal of organs.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Child Trafficking  

Information 

Sheet What is child trafficking? 

Impact of child trafficking 

Physical abuse: violence 

Sexual abuse: sexual violence, high risk 

of sexually transmitted infections, multiple 

pregnancies 

Emotional abuse: separated from their 

families, friends communities and cultures, 

and no access to education  

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder: 

symptoms of hostility, aggression, difficulty 

in recalling details or entire episodes, and 

difficulty concentrating 

Signs of child trafficking 

 Having falsified documentation 

 Being accompanied by an adult 
who is not the parent who 

insists on remaining with the 
child at all times 

 Having a prepared story very 
similar to stories given by other 

children 
 Not having any money but 

having a mobile phone 
 Being unable or reluctant to 

give details of accommodation 
or personal details 

 Having no access to their 

parent or guardians 
 Looking intimidated and 

behaving in a way that does not 
correspond with behaviour 

typical of children their age 
 Not being registered with a 

school or GP practice 
 Having no freedom of 

movement and no time for 
playing 

 Living apart from family and in 
substandard accommodation 

 Being seen in inappropriate 
places such as brothels or 

factories 

 Receiving repeated unexplained 
or unidentified phone calls 

 Having a history with gaps and 
unexplained moves or going 

missing for periods 
 Being required to earn a 

minimum amount of money 
every day, being deprived of 

their earnings 
 Performing excessive 

housework chores and rarely 
leaving the residence  

Who to contact 
CHILDRENS ACCESS POINT      POLICE           NSPCC      OUT OF HOURS DUTY TEAM 
         01403 229 900              101/999    0808 800 5000          0330 222 6664 



 


